
Parashat   Devarim   
Deuteronomy   1:1   -   3:22   

Scene   1   (flashback)   
Narrator:   Shalom   camp!   Our   camp   has   been   around   for   many,   many   years,   so   I   think   it’s   time   for   
a   flashback   to   the   first   year   of   camp   ever...Our   director   couldn’t   do   it   all   by   herself,   so   she   found   
counselors   to   listen   to   the   chanichim,   the   campers,   and   play   with   them   and   settle   their   
arguments.   They   had   to   treat   all   chanichim,   campers,   the   same,   no   matter   which   aidah,   age   
group,   they   came   from   or   what   their   problems   were.   
  

Camper   #1   (a   really   young   one):   Counselor,   counselor,   I   tried   to   tie   my   shoes   all   by   myself   but   I   
accidentally   tied   my   feet   together!   
  

Counselor:   Oh,   let   me   help   you!   (unties   shoes)   
  

Camper   #2   (one   from   a   middle   age   group):   Counselor,   counselor,   my   bunkmate   had   her   
flashlight   on   after   lights   out   last   night!   
Camper   #3   (another   one   from   a   middle   age   group):   No   I   didn’t!   That   was   just   the   light   coming   
from   my   glow-in-the-dark   braces!   
Camper   #2:   Noooo!     
Camper   #3!   Yes!   
  

Counselor:   Okay,   okay!   I   will   keep   an   eye   out   tonight   and   make   sure   there   is   no   flashlight   on.   
Go   off   and   play!   
  

Camper   #4   (the   oldest   one):   Counselor,   I’m   basically   a   counselor,   I’m   only   like   two   years   
younger   than   them.   I   don’t   understand   why   other   counselors   yell   at   me   every   time   I   try   to   go   into   
the   staff   lounge!   
  

Counselor:   Well,   you   are   really   close   to   being   a   counselor,   but   since   you’re   not   actually   a   staff   
member   yet,   the   staff   lounge   is   off-limits   -   understand?   
  

Camper   #4:   Ohhh,   I   see!   
  

Narrator:   I   hope   that   I   can   be   just   like   the   director   who   knew   she   couldn’t   do   everything   alone   
and   asked   for   help.   She   found   counselors   to   help   her.   I   also   want   to   be   like   this   counselor   and   
treat   all   of   my   friends   the   same,   no   matter   where   they   come   from   or   how   old   they   are.   The   
counselor   helped   all   of   the   campers   with   what   each   of   them   needed!   
  

Scene   2   (raid   on   the   staff   lounge)   
  

Narrator:   In   this   first   year   of   camp,   the   campers   found   the   staff   lounge   to   be   so   incredibly   
tempting,   a   room   flowing   with   milk   and   honey,   plus   computers   and   couches.   They   knew   they   
had   to   find   a   way   in…   



  
Camper   #1:   Here’s   what   we   will   do!   We   will   send   in   some   spies   and   see   what   they   find.   They’ll   
report   back   about   everything   we   need   to   know   -   how   many   staff   members   are   inside   defending   
it,   how   many   sweet   treats   are   inside,   and   how   comfortable   the   couches   look.     
  

Campers   #2,   #3,   #4,   and   #5   sneak   around   and   peer   inside   
  

Camper   #2:   No   way   we   can   do   this!   There   are   so   many   staff   members   and   the   snacks   don’t   
even   look   that   good!   
Camper   #3:   Agreed,   the   couches   look   only   a   little   bit   comfortable   -   so   not   worth   fighting   the   
staff.     
  

Camper   #4:   No,   no   no!   The   staff   lounge   is   the   promised   room!   It’s   flowing   with   delicious   snacks   
and   the   couches   look   like   big   marshmallows   meant   for   napping!   
Camper   #5:   Agreed,   this   is   the   room   of   milk   and   honey,   and   the   staff   members   won’t   be   so   hard   
to   fight   off!   
  

Camper   #1:   Okay,   we   believe   you   two   and   we   will   do   it,   but   Camper   Josh   will   be   in   charge!   
  

All   campers:   yay!   
  

Narrator:   The   way   that   the   last   two   spies   managed   to   see   the   positive   is   really   impressive,   I   
want   to   look   on   the   bright   side   of   challenges   like   that.     
  

Scene   3   (camping   trip)   
  

Narrator:   The   day   has   finally   come,   it’s   time   for   the   camp-wide   camping   trip.   We   will   all   make   
our   way   to   a   campsite   promised   to   us   and   camp   out   together,   building   tents,   cooking   meals,   and   
celebrating   our   success.   We   might   have   to   fight   some   bugs   on   the   way,   but   we   will   do   it.     
  

Camper   1:   Alright,   my   aidah   gets   this   spot!   We   will   settle   down   and   build   our   tents.   
Camper   2:   Mine   is   right   here!   We   have   all   the   space   we   need   to   camp   and   play   and   build   a   fire!   
Camper   3:   and   mine   is   way   over   there!   We   are   all   set   to   spread   out   and   get   comfortable   here!   
Campers   1,   2,   and   3:   We   are   all   set,   we   have   a   campground!   
  

Counselor:   Okay,   now   that   these   three   aidot   have   their   spots   for   the   campout,   it’s   their   job   to   
help   the   other   aidot   find   good   spots.   We   all   work   together   to   build   a   successful   campsite   so   that   
we   can   prosper   together!   
  

All   campers:   right,   that   makes   sense!   
  

Narrator:   It’s   so   important   to   help   other   people,   even   and   especially   when   you   already   have   
what   you   need.   I   hope   I   can   remember   how   important   that   is   this   week.     



  
  

  
  
  

Let’s   talk   about   it!   
  

In   this   week’s   parsha,   Moshe   speaks   to   the   people   of   Israel,   reminding   them   of   where   they   have   
been   and   what   they   have   learned   over   the   past   40   years.     
  

First,   we   are   reminded   about   the   way   Moshe   humbled   himself   to   ask   other   leaders   to   watch   
over   the   people   of   Israel.   Humility   is   when   someone   is   modest,   and   chooses   not   to   show   off.   
Moses   was   such   a   powerful   person,   but   he   had   the   humility   to   ask   for   help.   In   our   skit,   we   saw   
humility   when   the   camp   director   hired   counselors   to   watch   the   campers   and   help   take   care   of   
them.   Just   like   the   counselors   at   camp,   the   leaders   Moses   chose   to   help   take   care   of   the   Jewish   
people   had   to   help   all   of   the   people,   regardless   of   their   age,   what   they   needed,   or   how   much   
money   they   had.    Do   you   think   it   is   easier   or   harder   to   be   humble   when   someone   is   a   really   
important   leader   or   person?   Why?   Who   is   another   important   person   you   can   think   of   that   
is   really   humble?   How   do   you   know   that   he   or   she   is   humble?   How   can   you   show   
humility   in   your   life?   
  

Next,   we   are   told   the   story   of   the   12   spies,   one   from   each   tribe,   who   were   sent   to   check   out   the   
land   of   Israel   and   report   back   to   the   people.   The   first   ten   came   back   and   “...showed   them   the   
fruit   of   the   land.   They   told   him   [Moses]   and   said,   ‘We   came   to   the   land   to   which   you   sent   us,   and   
it   is   flowing   with   milk   and   honey,   and   this   is   its   fruit.   However,   the   people   who   inhabit   the   land   
are   mighty,   and   the   cities   are   extremely   huge   and   fortified,   and   there   we   saw   even   the   offspring   
of   the   giant’”.   Most   of   the   spies   came   back   and   said   that   the   land   was   not   worth   trying   to   
conquer,   but   two   promised   the   people   how   amazing   it   was   and   encouraged   us   to   fight   our   
hardest   for   it.   In   our   skit,   the   “spies”   were   the   campers   deciding   whether   or   not   to   try   to   get   into   
the   staff   lounge.     The   spies   and   the   campers   both   found   a   way   to   look   at   the   bright   side   of   a  
tough   situation.    Can   you   think   of   a   time   when   you   chose   to   see   the   positive   in   a   
challenging   situation?   How   do   you   feel   when   you   find   a   positive   in   a   tough   time?   When   
is   it   easier   and   harder   to   find   positives?     
  

Finally,   we   are   told   that   Moshe   reminds   the   three   tribes   who   already   had   land,   Gad,   Reuven,   
and   Menashe,   of   their   responsibility   to   help   the   rest   of   the   tribes   of   Israel   claim   land   for   
themselves.    Can   you   think   of   a   time   when   you   helped   other   people,   even   though   you   
already   had   what   you   needed?   Is   it   more   important   to   help   other   people   once   you   have   
what   you   need   or   while   you’re   still   trying   to   take   care   of   yourself?   How   can   we   all   try   to   
help   the   people   around   us   get   what   they   need?   
  
  
  


