
Parashat   Re’eh   
Deuteronomy   11:26–16:17   

Scene   1   (just   before   free   time)   
Narrator:   Here,   the   counselors   of   the   oldest   campers   are   talking   to   them   before   their   first   free   
time   of   the   summer.   They   are   reminding   them   of   the   rules   of   free   time.   Let’s   see   what   
happens…   
  

Counselor:   Next   up   on   your   schedule   is   free   time.   With   this   freedom   that   you   are   getting,   the   
ability   to   go   do   pretty   much   what   you   want,   with   whoever   you   want,   comes   some   responsibility,   
the   requirement   to   follow   camp   rules.   If   you   follow   the   rules,   you   can   have   so   much   fun   with   
your   friends   and   free   time   can   be   so   special.   If   you   don’t   follow   the   rules,   you’ll   both   lose   your   
free   time   and   probably   have   to   deal   with   a   not   so   fun   consequence.   I   recommend   you   listen   to   
the   rules   and   go   have   so   much   fun!   So   let’s   ask   any   questions   now   so   that   we’re   all   clear   about   
what   we   can   and   cannot   do.   
  

Camper   1:   Can   I   go   into   empty   buildings   without   counselors   with   my   friends?   
  

Counselor:   No,   that’s   a   no-go.   
  

Camper   2:   Can   I   go   into   the   staff   lounge   if   I   want   to   find   a   counselor?   
  

Counselor:   No,   that’s   also   not   within   the   rules.   
  

Camper   3:   Can   I   take   soccer   balls   from   the   storage   closet?   
  

Counselor:   Also   no!   What   are   some   things   you   can   do?   
  

Camper   1:   Sit   under   a   tree   outside   with   my   friends?   
  

Counselor:   You   got   it!   
  

Camper   2:   Find   a   staff   member   on   duty   to   play   with?   
  

Counselor:   Also   a   good   idea!   
  

Camper   3:   Play   with   games   and   toys   that   are   already   out   and   allowed   to   be   played   with?   
  

Counselor:   That   works!   You   all   know   what   is   and   is   not   allowed,   and   you   can   make   wise   
choices!   
  

Campers:   Yeah,   now   can   we   go   to   free   time?     
  

Counselor:   Sure!   Go   have   fun!   



  
Narrator:   Look   at   how   wise   the   campers   are   in   knowing   what   is   and   is   not   okay.   I   think   it’s   so   
great   how   they   have   the   opportunity   to   make   good   choices   and   the   knowledge   of   what   those   
choices   are.     
  
  

Scene   2   (Camp   director   talking   to   camp)   
Narrator:   The   camp   director   is   talking   to   the   whole   camp,   let’s   see   what   he   has   to   say!   
  

Camp   director:   Hi   Camp!   As   you   all   know,   camp   is   a   very,   very   special   place   where   we   get   to   do   
very,   very   special   things.   What   are   some   things   we   can   do   at   camp   that   we   can’t   do   anywhere   
else?   
  

Camper   1:   Stand   on   the   benches!   
  

Camper   2:   Have   a   sleepover   with   friends   every   single   night!   
  

Camper   3:   Eat   a   sandwich   at   every   meal!   
  

Camp   director:   These   are   all   great   examples!   Except   vegetables   are   also   important!   Something   
else   that’s   really   special   about   camp   is   what   we   don’t   do...who   knows   something   that   we   don’t   
do   at   camp?   
  

Camper   1:   Shower   for   a   long   time!   
  

Camper   2:   Sleep   near   our   parents!   
  

Camper   3:   We   don’t   use   electronics!   
  

Camp   director:   You’re   all   right   -   camp   is   a   special   place   where   do   a   lot   of   special   things,   and   we   
spend   a   lot   of   time   with   our   friends   about   counselors,   and   we’re   not   on   our   screens!   This   is   part   
of   what   makes   camp,   cam!   
  

Narrator:   The   way   that   the   camp   director   explains   that   camp   is   a   unique   place   is   really   
interesting.   Understanding   the   uniqueness   of   people   and   places   is   important.   I   hope   I   can   keep   
an   eye   out   for   what   makes   my   space   special.     
  

Scene   3   (a   program   about   charity)   
Narrator:   we’re   peeking   into   a   program   about   Tzedakah   with   some   of   our   younger   
campers...let’s   see   what   we   find   
  

Counselor:   Who   knows   what   Tzedakah   is?   
  



Camper   1:   Giving   to   people   who   need   it!   
  

Counselor:   Very   good!   And   why   is   that   important?   
  

Camper   2:   Because   it’s   the   right   thing   to   do   to   help   people!  
  

Counselor:   Exactly!   We   are   going   to   decide   as   a   group   somewhere   that   we   can   donate   our   
tzedakah   money   to   at   the   end   of   the   summer.   Does   anyone   have   any   ideas?   
  

Camper   1:   What   about   other   children   like   us,   but   who   don’t   have   the   money   to   be   at   summer   
camp   like   us?   
  

Camper   2:   What   about   animals?   I   really   love   taking   care   of   animals   and   that’s   a   good   place   for   
our   tzedakah!   
  

Counselor:   those   are   both   really   thoughtful   ideas   and   important   causes.   Nice   job,   kol   hakavod.   
Can   anyone   think   of   something   else?   
  

Camper   1:   How   about   my   school,   we   need   some   new   library   books   for   sure!   
  

Counselor:   That’s   an   idea,   does   anyone   else   have   a   suggestion?   
  

Camper   2:   How   about   a   food   pantry?   I   did   a   field   trip   to   one   of   those   last   year!   
  

Counselor:   That’s   a   great   idea!   We   are   responsible   for   helping   people   who   need   to   get   enough   
food   and   clothes   and   books,   and   anything   else   they   need.   It’s   our   job   to   provide   for   people   who   
are   needy.   What   is   something   we   can   do   besides   give   money?   
  

Camper   1:   My   grandma   really   loves   when   I   do   art   for   her,   maybe   we   can   make   cards   for   all   of   
our   grandparents   and   their   friends,   even   the   ones   without   grandkids   to   make   cards   for   them?   
  

Camper   2:   We   can   also   make   beds   for   our   pets   and   for   animals   without   owners   out   of   old   
blankets   
  

Counselor:   These   are   amazing   ideas,   let’s   make   them   all   happen   and   do   our   part   to   make   the   
world   a   better   place!   
  

Narrator:   See   how   much   the   campers   and   the   counselor   want   to   help   the   people   around   them?   I   
want   to   be   that   great   at   giving   to   those   who   need   it   and   taking   care   of   my   community.     
  
  
  
  



  
  

Let’s   talk   about   it!   
  

In   this   week’s   parsha,   God   sets   the   path   of   good   and   of   evil   before   the   Jewish   people   and   
explains   that   if   they   do   well,   they’ll   be   blessed,   and   if   not,   they’ll   be   cursed.   This   is   just   like   when  
the   counselors   give   the   campers   free   time   and   explain   that   they   have   to   follow   the   rules   in   order   
to   keep   having   free   time.    How   do   your   choices   influence   your   future?   Has   there   been   a   
choice   you’ve   made   that   you   knew   there   would   be   either   good   or   bad   consequences?   
Does   knowing   what   might   happen   if   we   do   something   make   it   easier   or   harder   to   do   the   
right   thing?   

  
Next,   God   explains   how   the   Temple   in   Jerusalem   will   work   and   that   there   are   certain   things   the   
Jews   were   to   do   in   the   Temple   and   nowhere   else.   This   is   like   the   director   noting   certain   things   
that   kids   do   at   camp   and   nowhere   else.   The   Jewish   people   are   also   reminded   about   the   
importance   of   eating   Kosher   food,   which   is   all   about   creating   categories   for   ourselves.   This   is   
like   the   camp   director   explaining   that   there   are   certain   things   we   don’t   do   at   camp   -   there   are   
categories   of   camp   activities   and   not   camp   activities.   This   helps   us   mark   a   place   or   activity   as   
special.    When   was   the   last   time   you   noticed   something   really   special   about   the   place   
where   you   were?   What   was   it?   Is   it   easier   to   notice   special   things   about   a   place   that   you   
are   in   all   the   time   or   a   place   that   is   new   to   you?   

  
Finally,   the   Jewish   people   are   told   about   the   commandment   to   take   care   of   the   poor   and   the   
needy,   just   like   the   campers   learned   about   from   their   counselor.    When   was   the   last   time   you   
gave   tzedakah?   Do   you   think   the   fact   that   we   are   told   we   have   to   do   tzedakah   makes   it   
easier   or   harder   to   do   it   than   if   it   was   just   a   nice   thing   to   do?     


