
Parashat   Vaetchanan   
Deuteronomy   3:23–7:11   

  
Scene   1   -   the   last   day   of   camp   
Narrator:   It’s   the   last   day   of   camp,   so   naturally,   everyone   is   crying   and   hugging   and   thinking   
about   what   a   great   summer   it   has   been,   especially   the   oldest   campers.   They’re   really   sad   to   
leave!   
  

Oldest   camper   (crying):   Please,   director,   please   let   me   back   into   camp   next   year!   I   don’t   know   
what   I   will   do   if   I’m   not   in   camp!   I’ve   been   here   so   long   and   given   so   much   to   camp,   and   I   have   
to   come   back!   
  

Director:   You   have   done   so   many   wonderful   things   for   camp,   and   we   are   so   incredibly   grateful   
for   it,   but   you   have   had   your   time   as   a   leader   around   here,   and   now   it’s   time   to   pass   the   torch   
down   to   the   group   below   you.   They   now   get   their   turn   as   a   leader.   Do   you   understand?   
  

Oldest   camper:   Yeah,   I   guess   that   makes   sense.   I’ll   do   everything   I   can   to   teach   the   campers   
younger   than   me   how   to   be   good   leaders.     
  

Narrator:   it’s   really   courageous   of   the   oldest   kids   in   camp   to   recognize   that   they   can’t   always   be   
the   leaders   and   to   help   the   kids   below   them   grow,   I   hope   I   can   be   that   courageous.     
  

Scene   2   (leadership   winter   break   meet-up):   
Narrator:   the   newest   CITs   took   their   responsibilities   to   train   the   next   leaders   really   seriously,   so   
they   held   a   winter   break   meet-up   before   the   next   summer.   
  

Oldest   camper   #1:   Okay   people,   today   we   are   going   to   talk   about   the   most   important   rules   and   

guidelines   we   learned   at   camp,   what   we   might   call   the   10   commandments   of   camp.   

Oldest   camper   #2:   1   -   If   you   actually   want   to   finish   a   friendship   bracelet   or   lanyard,   pick   a   simple   

design.   We   always   gave   up   halfway   through   the   really   crazy   and   complicated   ones   

Oldest   camper   #1:   2   -   Never   skip   dessert   on   ice   cream   sandwich   night,   those   are   the   best.   

Oldest   camper   #2:   3   -   Write   home   at   least   once   a   week   so   your   parents   don’t   worry   

Oldest   camper   #1:   4   -   The   points   for   sportsmanship   on   Maccabiah   can   determine   the   winner...   

Oldest   camper   #2:   5   -   The   best   pranks   are   the   ones   the   whole   camp   can   see   



Oldest   camper   #1:   6   -   When   you’re   tie-dying,   the   swirl   design   always   turns   out   better   than   the   

bullseye   one   

Oldest   camper   #2:   7   -   As   tempting   as   it   is   to   goof   off   during   services,   the   best   way   to   make   it   fun   

is   to   get   into   it   and   get   the   younger   campers   into   it   too   

Oldest   camper   #1:   8   -   The   sandwich   station   at   meals   is   the   best   place   to   meet   up   with   your   

friends   from   other   tables,   but   don’t   stay   there   too   long   or   you’ll   get   sent   back   to   your   seat.   

Oldest   camper   #2:   9   -   It’s   better   to   smell   like   bug   spray   than   be   dinner   for   the   bugs,   especially   

on   campouts!   

Oldest   camper   #1:   10   -   Finally,   in   regard   to   all   of   this   stuff   that   we   are   teaching   to   you,   it’s   your   

responsibility   to   teach   to   the   campers   who   come   after   you.   You’re   the   new   leaders,   so   use   your   

power   well   and   pass   it   on   when   the   time   comes!   

  
Oldest   camper   #2:   Also,   no   matter   how   far   you   stray   from   camp,   you   can   always   come   back   and   
experience   the   10   commandments   of   camp   all   over   again   
  

Younger   camper:   But   wait,   do   we   really   have   to   be   good   sports   on   Maccabiah?   We   can’t   just   
beat   the   younger   kids   now   that   we’re   finally   the   oldest   ones??   
  

Oldest   camper   #1:   Yes   you   have   to   be   a   good   sport!   You’ll   be   leading   your   teams   this   year,   and   
the   best   way   to   lead   is   by   setting   the   example!   
  

Younger   camper:   Okayyyy,   I   see   your   point.   My   team   better   have   the   best   sportsmanship   so   
that   we   can   win!   
  

Narrator:   Wow,   these   older   campers   were   really   organized   and   they   know   so   much   about   camp   
traditions.   I   would   love   to   be   like   them!   
  

Scene   3   (home   from   camp)   
Narrator:   the   campers   are   all   home   from   camp   and   missing   their   camp   friends.   Two   of   them   are   
chatting   now   as   we   speak.   Let’s   see   what   they   have   to   say...   
  

Camper   #1:   I’m   back   home   now,   but   it’s   like   anyone   who   isn’t   a   camp   person   is   speaking   a   
totally   different   language.   I   miss   camp   and   I   feel   like   I   belong   there!   I   like   sharing   a   room   with   all   



of   my   best   friends   and   singing   songs   all   the   time   and   carrying   my   water   bottle   everywhere!   It   
doesn’t   make   so   much   sense   to   just   carry   my   water   bottle   around   my   house!   
  

Camper   #2:   I   feel   the   same   way!   I   want   to   only   be   with   camp   people!   Yesterday,   my   mom   
walked   into   my   room   before   bed   and   I   was   reading   with   a   flashlight   instead   of   my   lamp   because   
the   flashlight   just   feels   more   like   camp.    But   just   because   we   love   camp   people   doesn’t   mean   
we   can   totally   cut   ourselves   off   from   the   world,   right?     
  

Camper   #1:   You’re   probably   right,   and   spending   time   away   from   camp   and   camp   people   only   
makes   me   love   them   even   more!     
  

Camper   #1:   Me   too!   And   I   think   I’ll   keep   making   friendship   bracelets   like   I   do   at   camp   this   year   
and   send   them   to   my   camp   friends!   
  

Narrator:   Wow,   these   campers   love   camp   so   much!   It’s   amazing!   
  
  

  
  

Let’s   talk   about   it!   
  

In   this   week’s   parsha,   Moshe   continues   his   speech   to   the   People   of   Israel,   and   he   explains   that   
he   won’t   be   able   to   enter   the   land   of   Israel.   Moses   asks   God   to   go   in,   but   God   says   no.   This   is   
just   like   when   the   oldest   kids   at   camp   try   to   keep   coming   back,   but   the   director   says   it’s   their   
time   to   leave   camp   and   let   the   campers   younger   than   them   become   leaders.   It   takes   a   lot   of   
courage   for   a   leader   to   pass   on   his   or   her   role.    Can   you   think   of   a   time   when   you   have   had   
the   courage   to   pass   off   your   leadership   role   to   the   next   person   in   line?     
  

Moshe   continues   his   speech,   reminding   the   people   of   Israel   of   the   Ten   Commandments.   This   is   
like   the   older   campers   teaching   the   younger   campers   about   the   Ten   Commandments   of   camp.   It   
is   important   to   have   that   kind   of   order   and   respect.    Can   you   think   of   a   time   when   you   have   
been   really   organized   or   shown   a   lot   of   respect?     

  
Finally,   Moshe   explains   that,   when   the   people   of   Israel   enter   the   land,   they   are   going   to   need   to   
stick   together   as   a   group   in   case   the   people   who   were   living   there   weren’t   so   nice   to   them.   God   
explains   that   the   Jewish   people   will   need   to   look   out   for   each   other   and   take   care   of   each   other.  
In   our   skit,   this   was   the   two   campers   talking   about   how   much   they   love   camp   and   how   much   
camp   people   like   to   stick   together,   especially   when   things   are   tough.    Who   do   you   stick   with   
when   things   are   hard?   How   can   you   be   there   for   someone   else   when   they   need   you?   Do   
you   prefer   to   know   a   lot   of   people   who   are   fun   when   everything   is   going   really   well   or   a   
few   people   who   are   really   helpful   when   times   are   really   tough?   Why   is   that?   

  
  


